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To  the 


Chairman  and  Members,  Rowland  Rural  District  Council. 
Chairman  and  Members ,  Sedbergh  Rural  District  Council. 
Chairman  and  Members ,  Settle  Rural  District  Council. 

County  Medical  Officer . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  No.  2 
(North  Craven)  Division  for  the  year  1951. 


“To  preserve  a  man  alive  in  the  midst  of  chances  and  hostilities 
is  as  great  a  miracle  as  to  create  him.” 

— Jeremy  Taylor. 


Social  Conditions. 

There  has  been  no  significant  change  in  the  character  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion,  which  is,  and  seems  likely  long  to  remain,  predominantly  rural 
and  agricultural.  For  agriculture  1951  was  only  a  fair  year.  The 
winter  was  not  particularly  severe,  but  it  was  unusually  prolonged  ; 
and  spring  and  early  summer  were  dry.  On  many  farms  stocks  of 
fodder  were  exhausted  before  the  new  grass  began  to  grow  ;  beasts 
which  were  turned  out  to  graze  lost  condition,  and  feeding  stuffs  were 
hard  to  get  and  expensive  when  they  were  got.  Because  they 
had  no  fodder  some  farmers  had  to  sell  stock  at  a  loss.  On  the  hill 
farms  lambing  time  was  more  than  usually  anxious,  and  some  farmers 
had  heavy  losses.  When  summer  did  come  it  was  not  conspicuously 
warm  or  sunny,  and  nothing  seemed  to  recover  from  its  late  start. 
Fortunately  autumn  prolonged  itself  remarkably,  and  late  crops  were 
ripened  and  gathered.  Fortunately,  also,  insect  and  other  pests  were 
few,  the  inclement  spring  and  the  cloudy  summer  were  even  more 
unfavourable  to  them  than  they  were  to  the  plants  they  prey  on.  “Not 
good,  but  better  than  like”  was  a  commonly  heard  and  a  very  just 
verdict. 

Prosperity  for  farming,  particularly  in  an  area  like  this,  where 
there  is  a  high  proportion  of  marginal  land,  depends  largely  on  con¬ 
tinued  government  support.  It  is  common  ground  with  all  political 
parties  that  not  the  prosperity  but  the  very  life  of  England  depends 
on  home  farming.  Protected  markets,  subsidies,  and  guaranteed 
prices  can  do  much  ;  but  unless  the  farm  worker  is  adequately  housed, 
has  adequate  sanitary  protection,  and  a  reasonable  share  in  social  and 
socio-medical  welfare  schemes,  farming  will  not  prosper  as  it  should. 
Country  folk  are  becoming  increasingly  conscious  that  most  of  the 
benefits  of  the  Welfare  State  are  concentrated  in  the  cities,  and  whilst 
no  one  wishes  to  deprive  the  town  dweller  of  anything  it  is  felt  that 
some  things  could  and  should  be  better  shared.  Medical  services  are 
especially  wished  for  ;  and  the  demand  for  mobile  clinics  and  for  mobile 
consultation  facilities  increases  each  year.  For  major  surgery  and 
for  prolonged  medical  investigation  patients  will  always  have  to  go 
to  the  big  hospital  centres  ;  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  diagnostic 
work— the  most  valuable  by  far  of  the  work  done  in  a  hospital — that 
could  be  as  well  done  in  a  mobile  clinic  as  in  a  Hospital  Outpatient 
Department. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

This  year  only  the  figures  have  been  given,  but  ratios  calculated 
on  such  small  numbers  would  be  misleading,  and  the  absolute  figures 
are  a  safer  guide.  I  would  particularly  call  attention  to  the  high 
figures  for  accidental  deaths.  In  each  district  they  exceed  those 
recorded  for  Infectious  disease  and  for  Tuberculosis  together.  The 
one  maternal  death  was  due  to  toxaemia — the  mother  had  been  warned 
that  another  pregnancy  might  be  fatal.  The  infant  deaths  were  due 
to  prematurity  or  to  congenital  malformation  in  all  but  two  cases. 
These  last  two  children  were  born  in  very  wintry  weather,  and  seemed 
to  make  no  effort  to  live.  The  exact  cause  of  death  could  not  be 
ascertained  without  postmortem  examination,  and  this  was  not  carried 
out. 


Sanitary  Conditions. 

Again,  changes  have  been  small,  but  in  the  right  direction.  Small 
improvements  are  not  to  be  despised.  Reading  the  annual  reports 
of  earlier  Medical  Officers  of  Health  one  seldom  comes  across  anything 
else,  but  in  1890  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  101  per  1000,  in  1950 
it  was  27  per  1,000.  The  only  branch  of  work  where  there  has  been 
no  progress  is  that  dealing  with  unfit  houses. 

Statutory  inspections  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
Inspectors,  for  whose  invaluable  help  I  have  been  and  am  sincerely 
grateful.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  public  at  large  sufficiently  values 
the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  or  realises  the  tact,  knowledge 
and  skill  which  they  bring  to  it. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors’  reports  are  printed  as  Appendix  II  to 
this  report,  with  a  Statistical  abstract.  When  the  reports  are  com¬ 
pared  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  staffing  and  the  allocation  of  . 
duties  varies  in  the  three  districts. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  provision  of  a  pure  and  adequate  water  supply  is  the  most 
important  single  Public  Health  duty  that  an  Authority  has  to  carry 
out.  In  this  Division  all  the  drinking  water  comes  from  springs,  or 
from  upland  surface  sources  ;  and  for  the  larger  centres  chlorination 
with  or  without  filtration  is  also  carried  out.  The  gathering  grounds, 
though  open  to  animal  or  to  agricultural  pollution,  are  not  open  to 
human  pollution  except  from  shepherds,  potholers  and  fell  walkers. 
Regular  watch  is  kept  on  all  supplies,  and  any  increase  in  the  degree  of 
pollution  is  invsestigated.  Most  increases  are  due  to  heavy  rain,  and 
to  seasonal  agricultural  operations,  chiefly  muck  spreading. 

In  the  older  water  supply  systems  there  is  evidence  that  pollution 
leaks  into  old  or  faulty  mains  during  distribution  and  sooner  or  later 
the  cost  of  relaying  some  of  these  older  systems  will  have  to  be  met  ; 
the  cost  of  repairs  will  otherwise  become  quite  uneconomic. 

There  was  a  moderate  shortage  of  water  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year.  It  was  worst  in  Sedbergh,  where  an  ordinarily  adequate  supply 
ran  short,  largely  because  of  leakages  at  the  reservoir  and  in  the  mains. 
One  very  large  leak  from  the  mains  was  repaired  after  much  hard 
work. 

As  usual,  the  co-operation  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  all 
bacteriological  investigations  has  been  cordial  and  valuable. 

Bowland. 

During  the  year  the  Stopper  Lane  houses  were  linked  to  the  main 
Rimington  supply,  so  removing  an  old  source  of  danger  ;  but  at  Bashall 
Eaves,  Gisburn,  Gisburn  Forest  and  Paythorne  there  is  still  anxiety. 
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So  far  there  has  not  been  an  outbreak  of  water-borne  disease,  but 
the  conditions  that  predispose  to  such  an  outbreak  exist.  The  Regional 
Water  Scheme  is  designed  to  remedy  these  conditions,  but  Ministerial 
Sanction  is  still  awaited. 

Sedbergh. 

The  chlorination  of  the  Dent  supply  is  still  held  up  because  of  the 
failure  of  the  contractor  to  build  a  small  shed  to  house  the  chlorinator, 
an  exasperating  delay. 

Settle. 

Another  failure  on  the  part  of  a  contractor  to  complete  a  small 
work  still  holds  up  the  Helwith  Bridge  Supply  Scheme  ;  which  is  other¬ 
wise  ready.  The  Langcliffe  scheme  was  completed  during  the  year. 
The  Thornton-Westhouse-Masongill  scheme  is  still  pending,  because 
of  legal  difficulties. 

At  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  where  a  private  company  supplies  water, 
there  have  been  occasional  partial  failures  of  supply.  Unfortunately 
the  school  is  situated  at  that  point  of  the  system  where  the 
effects  of  any  failure  are  most  acutely  felt.  A  school  with¬ 
out  water  to  flush  lavatories  or  to  wash  hands  and  dishes  is  a  sanitary 
danger  that  needs  no  emphasis.  The  company’s  attention  has  been 
has  been  called  to  this  point. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Steady  improvements  have  been  made.  One  day  the  earth  closet 
will  be  as  obsolete  as  the  privy  midden,  though  it  must  be  admitted 
that  in  remote  places  there  are  still  one  or  two  of  these  museum  pieces. 

Bowland. 

Early  in  spring  sanction  to  engage  on  river  bank  protection  works 
at  Grindleton  was  received.  It  is  hoped  that  the  measures  taken 
will  save  the  sewage  works  from  river  erosion,  but  only  time  will  show 
how  successful  the  scheme  will  be.  The  need  for  more  modern  disposal 
methods  is  still  great  in  Slaidburn,  West  Bradford  and  Newton-in- 
Bowland. 

Sedbergh. 

At  Dent  a  much  modified  sewage  disposal  scheme  was  approved. 
As  the  cheese  factory  formerly  at  Dent  has  been  moved  to  Sedbergh 
it  is  probable  that  the  modified  scheme  will  be  adequate.  The  nuisance 
at  the  sewage  field  has  been  noticably  less  since  the  removal  of  the 
factory. 

A  small  scheme  for  dealing  with  sewage  at  Garsdale  Head  has 
been  completed  by  British  Railways. 

Improvements  to  the  Sedbergh  disposal  works  are  planned,  but 
still  pending.  There  was  a  lot  of  trouble  in  late  summer  from  a  gas 
works  effluent,  but  the  trouble  was  overcome  in  the  end. 

Settle. 

Minor  improvements  have  been  made  at  the  Settle-Giggleswick- 
Langcliffe  works. 

A  scheme  for  sewage  works  at  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  has  been 
approved  in  principle  ;  minor  details  are  still  being  discussed,  but 
work  will  be  put  in  hand  as  soon  as  Ministry  approval  is  given. 

Objections  to  the  extension  of  the  Hellifield  sewage  disposal  field 
have  been  withdrawn,  and  this  project  is  now  going  ahead. 

Consideration  is  still  being  given  to  the  question  of  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  in  Malhamdale,  where  the  present  system  is  admittedly  un¬ 
satisfactory. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

In  all  districts  there  were  small  improvements,  and  the  area  of 
collection  was  extended.  Fires  on  tips  have  again  been  troublesome. 

Housing. 

There  is  no  public  health  problem  that  effects  the  people  so  in¬ 
timately  and  so  acutely  as  the  housing  problem.  A  pure  water  sujDply 
may  be  more  fundamental,  but  the  public  demand  is  for  more  houses, 
and  as  quickly  as  possible.  Slums  are  associated  in  most  people’s 
minds  with  industry  and  with  large  towns,  but  there  are  as  many 
slum  houses  in  the  country  as  there  are  in  the  cities  ;  being  scattered 
over  the  countryside  instead  of  festering  in  a  heap  ;  and  being  old  and 
often  picturesque  they  attract  less  notice.  They  are  not  less  un¬ 
pleasant  to  have  to  live  in,  and  it  is  a  measure  of  the  housing  need 
that  no  matter  how  bad  a  cottage  is  there  are  always  tenants  for  it, 
glad  to  have  a  home  of  their  own,  and  to  escape  from  in-laws  or  from 
a  shared  house.  To  sweep  away  rural  slums  will  be  a  long  and  costly 
business,  for  which  reason  it  will  need  to  be  tackled  imaginatively 
and  boldly.  Housing  schemes  not  of  tens  and  twenties,  but  of  fifties 
are  needed. 

Meanwhile  much  could  be  done  to  recondition  old  property,  and 
in  some  cases  to  save  it  for  its  historical  or  architectural  value.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  to  stimulate  interest  in  forming  a  Housing 
Society  for  the  improvement  of  old  property,  similar  to  the  well-known 
Blakeney  Housing  Society  in  Norfolk,  but  without  success.  I  remain 
convinced  that  it  is  along  these  lines  that  most  hope  of  immediate 
progress  lies,  and  regret  greatly  that  the  scheme  did  not  meet  with 
acceptance. 

Bowland. 

Compared  with  neighbouring  districts  there  are  fewer  bad  houses 
here  than  elsewhere  ;  which  is  not  to  say  that  there  are  no  bad  ones 
or  no  need  for  new  houses.  Progress  in  building  has  been  greater  in 
1951  than  for  many  years  previously. 

Sedbergh. 

Progress  is  being  made  with  new  houses,  but  not  a  minute  too 
soon.  The  state  of  the  prefabricated  houses  on  the  Maryfell  and  Pinfold 
sites  gets  yearly  worse,  and  until  these  occupants  have  been  re-housed 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  those  who  are  living  in 
old  unfit  houses.  Both  in  Dent  and  Sedbergh  not  to  mention  other 
places,  there  are  too  many  of  these. 

Settle. 

In  this  district  the  problem  of  unfit  houses  is  more  acute  than  it 
is  elsewhere.  In  Bentbam,  Burton-in-I.onsdale,  Giggleswick,  Ingleton 
and  Langcliffe  there  are  bad  houses  ;  but  in  upper  Settle  there  is  a 
concentration  of  old,  bad  property  that  needs  very  serious  attention. 
It  is  impossible  at  present  rates  of  progress  to  replan  and  rehouse  Upper 
Settle  in  one  operation  ;  but  I  do  urge  that  its  comprehensive  re¬ 
planning  be  undertaken,  so  that  each  small  improvement  as  it  is  made 
will  fit  into  place  in  a  coherent  pattern.  In  this  way  the  advantages 
of  a  unique  site  will  not  be  lost,  and  something  worth  cherishing  will 
be  handed  on  to  future  generations. 
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Hygiene  of  Food. 

Miik. 

During  the  year  close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the 
Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Routine  bacterio¬ 
logical  testing  showed  living  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  milk  from  one  farm 
and  the  milk  was  diverted  to  pasteurisation  plants  until  further  exam¬ 
ination,  veterinary  and  bacteriological,  showed  it  to  be  safe.  Other 
cases  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  slaughter  of  individual  infected 
beasts. 

Meat. 

Meat  inspections  have  been  carried  out  regularly.  The  results 
are  summarised  in  Appendix  II. 

Food  Handling. 

There  have  been  small  improvements  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food’s  Model  Byelaws.  A  persistent  campaign  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  persuasion  is  being  carried  out,  and  though  the  results  are 
not  immediately  and  dramatically  apparent  the  necessary  foundations 
upon  which  results  can  visibly  be  built  up  are  being  laid.  Members 
of  the  public  could  add  a  more  powerful  persuasion  if  they  wished  ;  if 
they  withdrew  their  custom  from  dirty  food  shops  and  gave  it  to  the 
cleaner  ones,  it  would  be  more  effective  than  any  amount  of  warning 
notices.  But  apparent  cleanliness  is  not  everything.  Chromium 
plating  can  conceal  a  lot  of  carelessness.  If  every  food  handler  could 
be  persuaded  of  the  need  for  the  frequent  washing  of  his  or  her  hands, 
invariably  after  every  visit  to  the  toilet  ;  and  if  every  food  eater  could 
be  persuaded  to  wash  before  sitting  down  to  table,  a  great  deal  of  illness 
would  be  avoided. 


Infectious  Disease. 

Whooping  Cough  was  the  most  widely  prevalent  of  the  common 
infectious  diseases.  It  smouldered  in  the  whole  Division,  and  every 
now  and  then  burst  out  in  small  fires,  but  there  was  never  a  wide¬ 
spread  conflagration. 

Measles  did  break  out  in  that  way,  and  was  numerically  the  greatest 
of  the  infectious  diseases.  It  spread  mainly  in  Settle  district,  and 
beginning  in  the  Bentham  area  and  in  Malhamdale  reached  the  central 
parts  of  the  district  about  February.  It  raged  in  March  and  April 
and  spread  back  to  the  outer  parts  of  the  district,  dying  out  except 
for  a  few  spasmodic  cases  in  June.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

In  Bentham  one  non-paralytic  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  confirmed. 
No  contact  with  any  other  known  or  reasonably  suspicious  case  could 
be  established,  but  the  child  had  many  untraceable  contacts  in  the 
ten  days  before  falling  ill.  There  was  no  secondary  case.  Another 
case  was  notified  from  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  but  on  fuller  investigation 
the  diagnosis  was  altered  to  acute  encephalitis. 

In  June  there  was  a  small  outbreak  of  bacillery  dysentery  in  Sed- 
bergh  School,  soon  checked  by  the  action  of  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
Dr.  E.  K.  Morris. 

There  was  no  notified  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,  but  there  were 
many  cases  in  all  parts  of  the  Division,  and  a  small  outbreak  in  Jlelli- 
field  in  September.  Information  of  these  cases  reached  me  late,  and 
by  various  irregular  channels.  Most  of  the  cases  never  sought  medical 
advice.  The  occurrence  of  such  cases  is  a  reflection  on  the  feeding 
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habits  of  the  people,  and  on  the  cleanliness  of  food  handlers.  Simple 
washing  of  the  hands  before  eating  and  after  every  visit  to  the  toilet 
would  prevent  most  of  them. 

Except  from  one  Doctor  in  Bowland  and  one  in  Settle  notifica¬ 
tions  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  reasonably  good. 


Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  fourteen  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified,  of  whom  seven  were  infected  elsewhere  and  seven  in  the 
Division.  Seven  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  also  noti¬ 
fied,  all  locally  infected,  most  of  them  probably  from  the  consumption 
of  tuberculous  milk.  As  increasing  numbers  of  farmers  turn  to  the 
production  of  tubercle  free  milk  a  corresponding  concentration  of 
tubercle  infected  cattle  is  found  in  the  herds  of  non-designated  milk 
producers  ;  and  as  long  as  people  drink  their  milk  unboiled  or  un¬ 
pasteurised  cases  of  milk-borne  tuberculosis  will  go  on  occurring. 

A  Mass  Radiography  Survey  of  Sedbergh,  and  of  a  large  part  of 
Settle  Rural  District  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  It  was  very 
popular,  and  was,  in  most  places,  very  well  attended.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  it  was  a  complete  waste  of 
time,  money,  and  technical  skill.  Except  from  a  Hospital  for  Mental 
Defectives,  not  one  of  the  cases  detected  in  the  Survey  was  notified. 
Before  the  Survey  was  made  I  knew  that  there  were  undetected  and 
uncontrolled  sources  of  infection  in  the  Division  ;  and  after  its  making 
I  am  in  precisely  the  same  state  of  knowledge,  and  of  ignorance. 

The  work  formerly  done  by  a  wholetime  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  is  now  being  done  by  the  Divisional  Health  Visitors,  a  change 
which  has  advantages  and  disadvantages,  but  which  was  inevitable 
because  of  staffing  difficulties. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  54,  Keighley  Road,  Skipton,  is 
open  Mondays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays  from  10-12  a.m.  The  Chest 
Physician  also  holds  a  clinic  in  Settle  at  Dr.  D.  B.  Hyslop’s  Surgery 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month.  The  co-operation  of  the  Chest 
Physician,  Dr.  W.  D.  Hamilton,  has  been  and  continues  to  be  very 
valuable. 


Venereal  Disease. 

There  is  very  little  venereal  disease  in  this  Division.  During  the 
year  I  have  been  informed  of  one  case  under  treatment.  A  Social 
Worker  in  Venereal  Disease  is  shared  with  three  neighbouring  Divi¬ 
sions. 

There  are  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  at  the  Victoria  Hospital, 
Keighley,  and  at  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley,  open  as  follows  : 

Keighley  : 

Men— Thursdays,  5 — 7-30  p.m. 

Women  and  Children — Tuesdays,  5—  7-30  p.m. 

Burnley : 

Men — Mondays  and  Thursdays,  5-30—6-30  p.m. 

Women  and  Children— Mondays,  10 — 11  a.m. 

Fridays,  11 — 12  a.m. 

Fridays,  5-30 — 6-30  p.m. 

The  following  practitioners  undertake  the  treatment  of  Venereal 
Disease  : 

Dr.  D.  B.  Hyslop,  Finton  Court,  Settle.  Tel.  Settle  2100. 

Dr.  D.  Scott-Jackson,  Briarwood,  Sedbergh.  Tel.  Sedbergh  18. 
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Ante  Natal  Care. 

Though  most  expectant  mothers  prefer  to  be  attended  in  their 
own  homes  by  their  own  doctors  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  small 
but  insistent  demand  for  an  ante-natal  clinic  in  Settle,  and  in  February 
one  was  opened.  Though  attendances  have  been  small  the  results 
have  been  encouraging,  and  certain  necessary  ante-natal  examina¬ 
tions  not  invariably  carried  out  by  practitioners  have  been  regularly 
made,  notably  weighing  and  the  testing  of  the  blood  for  Rhesus  factors. 
A  class  in  relaxation  exercises  has  been  held  as  part  of  the  clinic,  and 
has  been  popular  with  expectant  mothers. 

The  services  of  consultants  are  available  for  any  practitioners 
who  require  them,  either  at  hospital  out-patient  departments,  or  if  a 
patient  is  unfit  to  travel,  in  the  patient’s  own  home.  X-ray  examina¬ 
tions  are  similarly  available,  though  only  at  hospitals  : 

General  Hospital,  Skipton.  Tel.  Skipton  244. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Keighley.  Tel.  Keighley  3708. 

Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary,  Lancaster.  Tel.  Lancaster  1200. 

Dental  treatment  is  arranged  either  by  the  County  Dental  Officers 
or  through  private  dental  practitioners. 

An  Ante-natal  Hostel,  with  a  limited  number  of  beds,  is  open  at 
Brighouse  for  expectant  mothers  who  require  rest  but  not  active 
medical  treatment.  Applications  for  admission  are  made  through 
the  Divisional  Health  Office. 

Standard  maternity  outfits  for  use  at  confinements  are  provided 
free.  Stocks  are  held  by  all  midwives,  and  at  the  Divisional  Health 
Office. 


Midwifery. 

In  this  Division  the  midwifery  service  is  combined  with  the  Home 
Nursing  Service.  Nurse-Midwives  are  available  as  follows  : 

Grindleton  :  The  Syke — three.  Tel.  Chatburn  244. 

Hellifield  :  Central  Mews — one.  Tel.  Hellifield  214. 

Settle  :  4,  Ingfield  Estate— one.  Tel.  Settle  2155. 

Ingleton  :  Hollybank — two.  Tel.  Ingleton  254. 

Bentham  :  Ashfield  House- — one.  Tel.  Bentham  291. 

Sedbergh  :  2,  Havera — two.  Tel.  Sedbergh  138. 

Kettlewell  :  Manor  View — one.  Tel.  Kettlewell  250. 

(For  Littondale — by  arrangement  with  Division  1,  Skipton). 

Arrangements  for  admission  to  hospitals  for  confinements  are 
made  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office.  The  following  hospitals 
serve  the  Division  : 

Skipton  :  General  Hospital.  Tel.  Skipton  244. 

Skipton  :  Cawder  Ghyll  Maternity  Home.  Tel.  Skipton  52. 

Keighley  :  St.  John’s  Hospital.  Tel.  Keighley  3248. 

Whalley  :  Bramley  Meade.  Tel.  Whalley  2168. 

It  is  essential  to  apply  in  good  time  ;  cases  are  many  and  accom¬ 
modation  is  short. 

The  provision  of  a  small  Maternity  Unit  within  the  Divisional 
boundaries  has  been  strongly  urged,  and  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital 
Board  has  accepted  this  proposal  in  principle. 

Post  Natal  Care. 

There  is  limited  accommodation  in  the  Yorkshire  Home  for  mothers 
and  Babies  at  Harrogate  for  mothers  suffering  from  the  after-effects 
of  confinements,  and  for  babies  over  three  weeks  and  under  seven 
months  old.  The  Home  is  closed  in  the  winter.  Applications  for 
admission  can  be  made  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 


8 


Child  Welfare. 

There  are  whole-time  Health  Visitors  for  all  parts  of  the  Division 
except  Bentham,  where  the  duties  of  Health  Visitor  are  combined 
with  those  of  th$  District  Nurse  and  Midwife. 

During  the  year  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  opened  in  Sedbergh, 
and  centres  with  doctor  and  nurse  in  attendance  are  now  open  at  the 
following  places  : 

Bentham  :  Town  Hall,  on  alternate  Tuesdays  from  2 — 4  p.m. 

Ingleton  :  Literary  Institute,  on  alternate  Tuesdays  from  2 — 4  p.m.. 

Settle  :  St.  John’s  Methodist  School,  on  alternate  Thursdays  from 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Waddington  :  St.  Helen’s  School,  on  alternate  Thursdays  from 

2 —  4  p.m. 

Gisburn  :  Literary  Institute,  on  alternate  Tuesdays  from  1-30 — 

3- 30  p.m. 

Sedbergh  :  Masonic  Hall,  on  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  from  2 — 4  p.m. 

It  was  proposed  to  open  a  clinic  at  Hellifield,  but  I  was  advised 
that  a  mobile  clinic  would  soon  be  operating,  and  that  the  needs  of 
Hellifield  could  be  met  by  that. 

Details  of  the  work  done  at  the  clinics  are  shown  in  Appendix  III. 

There  is  limited  accommodation  for  children  up  to  five  years  of 
age  in  a  Residential  Nursery  at  Leadenhall  Grange,  Harrogate.  Appli¬ 
cations  for  admission  are  dealt  with  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 

School  Medical  Service. 

A  whole-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  was  available  for 
the  whole  year.  A  full  inspection  programme  was  carried  out,  and 
all  arrears  were  overtaken.  On  the  whole  the  health  and  nutri¬ 
tion  of  the  children  is  good.  There  is,  however,  a  small  amount  of 
qualitative  malnutrition,  almost  all  amongst  farmer’s  children.  Though 
these  children  are  fed,  indeed  over-fed,  with  fats  and  starches,  they 
rarely  get  fresh  green  vegetables,  seldom  fruit,  and  almost  never  salads. 

Close  co-operation  is  kept  with  the  general  practitioners  of  the 
Division,  and  when  necessary,  specialist  opinion  is  obtained.  Con¬ 
sultations  cannot  be  arranged  as  quickly  as  one  would  like,  because 
of  the  shortage  of  specialists. 

A  drive  to  complete  the  protection  of  all  school  children  against 
diphtheria  was  made,  and  with  good  results.  There  were  very  few 
refusals  by  parents,  and  the  foundations  of  solid  immunity  to  diph¬ 
theria  have  been  securely  laid. 

It  is  greatly  regretted  that  because  of  resignations  from  the  staff 
the  School  Dental  Service  has  been  reduced  to  almost  complete  in¬ 
effectiveness,  though  the  coming  of  a  private  practitioner  to  Settle 
has  been  of  service  to  the  children  as  well  as  to  adults. 

Details  of  the  work  done  by  the  School  Medical  Service  are  shown 
in  Appendix  IV. 

Home  Help  Service. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  twenty-one  Home  Helps  were  available, 
but  they  were  distributed  badly.  There  were  nine  in  Sedbergh  Rural 
District,  twelve  in  Settle  Rural  District  and  none  in  Bowland  Rural 
District.  If  the  recruitment  of  Home  Helps  in  the  other  districts 
could  equal  that  in  Sedbergh  a  great  advance  would  have  been  made, 
and  I  should  be  justified  in  asking  for  an  increase  in  the  present  Home 
Help  establishment  of  eleven  whole-time  Home  Helps. 

To  obtain  the  services  of  a  Home  Help  application  should  be  made 
to  the  Divisional  Office,  on  a  form  obtainable  there.  The  form  asks 
for  details  of  the  applicant’s  income  and  savings  ;  and  if  these  are  above 
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a  certain  figure  the  applicant  is  required  to  pay  part  of  the  cost  of  the 
Home  Help,  or  even  the  whole  cost.  The  service  is  only  given  free 
to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  it.  Many  applicants  strongly 
dislike  filling  up  the  form.  They  do  not  object  to  paying  as  much  as 
they  object  to  disclosing  particulars  of  their  income  and  their  savings. 

An  increasing  number  of  Home  Helps,  particularly  in  Sedbergh, 
is  being  used  to  help  the  aged  infirm  and  the  chronic  sick,  though 
confinement  cases  and  acute  emergencies  are  given  priority. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

Hostels  are  available  in  the  West  Riding  for  such  aged  persons 
as  wish  to  live  in  them,  but  only  provided  that  they  are  sufficiently 
able-bodied  to  need  no  special  medical  or  nursing  care.  It  is,  of  course, 
precisely  these  people  who  can  get  along  quite  comfortably  at  home 
without  trouble  to  themselves  or  to  their  families.  For  those  who  are 
infirm  as  well  as  old  or  for  the  chronic  sick  there  is  no  adequate 
provision. 

The  Stone  Bower,  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  has  closed  and  moved 
outside  the  Division. 

Official  Welfare  schemes  can  do  much  for  old  people,  and  could 
do  more,  but  there  is  probably  no  field  of  human  activity  where  there 
is  so  much  room  left  for  voluntary  assistance  as  that  of  the  care  of  the 
aged.  Small  frequent  personal  services  are  what  they  need  most, 
and  these  can  be  supplied  by  voluntary  helpers  better  than  by  the 
impersonal  regularity  of  official  machinery,  no  matter  how  wisely  and 
humanely  it  is  administered. 

Voluntary  Committees  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Aged  have  been 
set  up  in  Bowland  District,  in  Bentham,  in  Ingleton  and  in  Settle. 
In  Sedbergh  two  Rural  District  Councillors  agreed  to  co-ordinate  such 
work  in  their  own  areas.  A  club  room  for  old  people  was  opened  in 
Settle  by  Rotary  and  Toe  H,  and  has  been  of  very  great  value,  es¬ 
pecially  in  winter,  and  on  cold,  wet  days  in  summer.  The  work  of 
all  voluntary  organisations  devoted  to  helping  old  age  is  worthy  of 
the  fullest  support,  not  only  financially,  but  by  service,  particularly 
in  visiting  and  in  doing  small  personal  commissions. 

Care  and  After  Care  of  Patients  Discharged  from  Hospital. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  provide  the  services  of  a  nurse 
or  of  a  Health  Visitor  for  such  patients  discharged  from  a  Hospital 
as  may  need  such  assistance.  Except  for  school  children  and  for 
patients  discharged  from  mental  hospitals  there  have  been  few  applica¬ 
tions  for  this  service.  Hospitals  do  not  seem  to  realise  the  help  they 
can  get  from  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  that  it  will  be  gladly 
made  available  for  the  asking. 

Care  of  the  Blind. 

There  are  46  cases  of  registered  blindness.  A  Home  Teacher  is 
available  for  patients  who  can  profit  from  her  visits. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Of  359  children  born  in  1950  only  76  had  been  vaccinated  by  the 
end  of  1951  ;  a  figure  that  is  too  low  for  safety  in  the  age  of  air  travel. 
Vaccination  is  performed  free  by  all  general  practitioners. 

Of  the  359  born  in  1950  only  94  had  been  immunised  by  the  end 
of  1951.  Immunisation  is  carried  out  free  by  general  practitioners, 
by  child  welfare  centre  doctors,  and  by  the  School  Medical  Service 
staff. 
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It  is  interesting  to  contrast  the  attitudes  to  immunisation  of 
different  practitioners.  Whilst  some  urge  and  press  it,  and  secure 
its  acceptance  in  most  cases,  others  only  carry  it  out  if  the  mother 
asks  for  it.  From  the  health  point  of  view,  to  have  an  unprotected 
child  on  one’s  list  is  as  serious  an  error  as  failure  to  diagnose  a  case  of 
acute  appendicitis.  The  result  may  be  equally  fatal.  To  protect 
children  when  they  reach  school  is  not  enough.  It  is  amongst  young 
children  that  diphtheria  is  most  deadly. 

Home  Nursing. 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  is  combined  with  the  Midwifery  Ser¬ 
vice.  During  the  year  12,538  visits  were  paid  to  833  patients. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulances  for  ordinary  cases  are  provided  at  the  following 
centres  i 

Clitheroe  :  Tel.  Clitheroe  154. 

Sedbergh  :  Tel.  Sedbergh  49  (Day),  67  (Night). 

Settle  :  Tel.  Settle  3194. 

One  day  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  control  these  separate  branches 
of  the  Ambulance  Service  from  one  depot  when,  with  the  aid  of  wire¬ 
less  telephony  between  depot  and  ambulances  a  telephone  call  to  the 
depot  will  ensure  the  speediest  possible  arrival  of  an  ambulance  at 
the  place  of  need. 

Whilst  this  service  is  efficient  and  economical  as  a  transport  under¬ 
taking  it  is  unsatisfactory  that  patients  have  sometimes  to  spend  as 
much  as  twelve  or  even  fifteen  hours  away  from  home.  Part  of  the 
delay  occurs  at  the  hospitals  and  clinics,  but  part  of  it  is  due  to  detours 
to  pick  up  other  patients,  and  to  the  waiting  necessary  till  the  last 
patient  is  ready  for  the  ambulance. 

Mental  Health  Service. 

A  Social  Worker  in  Mental  Health  is  shared  between  this  Division 
and  No.  1  (Skipton)  Division.  Routine  inspections  of  mental  defec¬ 
tives  are  carried  out.  In  addition,  touch  is  kept  with  mental  hospitals 
to  which  patients  are  sent  and  from  which  they  are  discharged.  There 
is  great  need  for  additional  provision  of  institutional  care  for  mental 
defectives,  especially  for  those  most  heavily  afflicted.  A  list  of  the 
numbers  and  grades  of  mental  defectives  in  this  area  is  shown  in 
Appendix  V. 

Part-time  home  teaching  is  offered  to  such  mental  defective 
children  as  can  profit  from  it,  and  for  whom  a  teacher  can  be  found. 

Health  Education, 

The  rules  of  health  are  few  and  simple  ;  some  of  them,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  are  a  little  troublesome  to  follow,  and  most  people  would 
rather  take  risks  than  take  trouble.  If  every  breach  of  the  health 
code  were  followed  by  instant  retribution  in  the  shape  of  illness  it 
would  seldom  be  broken  ;  but  people  can  break  the  code  and  get  away 
with  it  more  often  than  not.  The  Health  Code  and  the  Road  Safety 
Code  are  alike  in  that.  Sometimes  retribution  is  long  delayed,  and 
not  always  attributed  to  the  fault — over-eating  for  example — that 
led  to  the  breakdown.  A  persistent  endeavour  has  been  made  through 
Health  Visitors,  nurses  and  clinics  to  spread  the  gospel  of  Good  Health. 
Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  problems  of  clean  food  and 
the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home. 
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In  March  Bowland  Rural  District  Council  in  co-operation  with 
Clitheroe  Borough  and  Clitheroe  Rural  District  Councils,  staged  a 
Health  Week  as  part  of  the  Festival  of  Britain  celebrations.  The 
importance  of  clean  food  was  made  a  leading  theme. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  P.  LAMBERT. 


Appendix  I. 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1951. 


Estimated 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths 

Under 

One  Year. 

Still 

Births. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Bowland 

5,049 

37 

37 

38 

37 

—  2 

2  — 

Sedbergh 

3,907 

19 

28 

22 

26 

1  — 

—  1 

Settle  ... 

14,330 

80 

91 

108 

90 

9  2 

6  6 

Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

Bowland. 

Settle. 

Sedbergh. 

Infective  Disease,  excluding  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2 

— 

o 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

1 

Cancer  and  Other  Malignant  Disease  ... 

12 

5 

18 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

8 

7 

28 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

33 

25 

91 

Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

1 

14 

i 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

— 

1 

Accidents,  including  Suicide 

5 

2 

5 

12 


Appendix  II. 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Reports. 

Bowland. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  hereby  submit  for  your  consideration  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  1951. 

Notices  Served. 

The  position  with  regard  to  labour  and  materials  is  perhaps 
slightly  better  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  year  or  two.  On  receipt 
of  repair  notices,  owners  however  are  still  experiencing  some  difficulty 
in  getting  contractors  quickly  on  to  essential  work. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  is  still  a  slight  increase  in  movable  dwellings  coming  into 
the  area,  and  constant  vigilance  has  to  be  kept  on  users,  to  prevent 
their  overstaying  the  statutory  period.  All  the  caravans  etc.  inspected 
have  been  kept  in  a  reasonably  tidy  condition. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Inspections  have  been  made  ad  various  times,  and  in  two  instances 
only  has  there  been  cause  for  complaint.  One  complaint  (at  Horton) 
was  remedied  forthwith,  and  in  the  other  (Beerhouse  Farm,  Gisburn) 
the  owners,  when  approached,  expressed  their  willingness  to  do  what¬ 
ever  possible  to  remedy,  and  are  prepared  to  construct  a  length  of 
drain  to  convey  the  offending  effluent  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

Milk  Retailers. 

There  are  no  milk  retailers  other  than  Producer  Retailers  in  this 
area,  and  as  a  consequence  the  powers  of  the  Local  Authority  in  this 
sphere  are  curtailed. 

Inspection,  however,  have  been  made  and  samples  of  milk  on, 
and  intended  for,  retail  delivery  have  been  taken  :  10  samples  were 
tested  for  cleanliness,  9  of  these  being  satisfactory.  6  were  biologically 
examined  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis,  and'  all  were  found  to  be 
free  from  the  infection. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  water  in  five 
parishes.  In  the  rest  of  the  District  the  water  is  mostly  distributed 
by  private  estates  or  companies.  On  the  whole  the  supplies  have 
maintained  a  reasonable  state  of  purity  and  consistency. 

Bashall  Eaves. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  Appendix  table,  this  water,  when  tested, 
was  found  to  be  of  unsatisfactory  purity  each  time.  During  the  month 
of  June  the  supply  failed  altogether,  and  the  properties  in  the  area 
were  without  water  for  some  considerable  time. 

Owing  to  these  facts,  I  would  urge  that  this  parish  be  one  of  the 
first  to  be  considered  when  water  from  the  Regional  Scheme  is  avail¬ 
able. 

Slaidburn. 

Due  to  disturbance  by  the  subterranean  workings  in  the  Hawes- 
water  Aqueduct,  the  springs  supplying  this  village  ceased  to  function. 


13 


As  an  alternative,  water  from  a  moorland  stream,  known  as  Dunsop 
Brook,  was  dammed  up  and  diverted  into  the  supply  system.  A 
chlorination  plant  was  installed  near  the  point  of  entry,  and  subsequent 
samples  taken  in  the  village  proved  the  plant  to  be  working  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner. 

Stopper  Lane. 

The  Council’s  Rimington  main  has  now  been  extended  to  Stopper 
Lane.  Twelve  properties,  which  previously  took  their  water  from  a 
small,  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory  private  supply,  are  now  connected 
to  this  main. 

Regional  Scheme  West  Bradford  to  Grindleton. 

Approximately  2,300  yards  of  4"  cast  iron  main  have  been  laid 
from  near  Eaves  Hall,  through  West  Bradford,  to  Brow  Bottom, 
Grindleton.  This  conveys  water  from  Waddington  Springs  and  serves 
the  larger  portion  of  the  properties  in  Grindleton  and  all  the  village 
of  Sawley. 

Several  of  the  properties  previously  on  the  Tagglesmire  supply 
in  West  Bradford  have  been  connected  to  the  new  main. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  3  (Swedish  Timber)  houses  have  been  completed 
by  the  Council,  3  new  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise 
and  a  large  storeroom  has  been  reconstructed  as  a  bungalow. 

The  2  overcrowding  cases  which  were  outstanding  since  1950  have 
been  relieved  by  housing  the  occupants  in  Council  houses.  One  new 
overcrowding  case  has  been  reported. 

The  four  wooden  bungalows  near  Tinkler’s  Farm,  Slaidburn,  have 
been  pulled  down  and  the  materials  taken  away.  The  site  should  be 
completely  cleared  in  the  New  Year. 

One  cottage  at  West  Bradford,  which  was  found  to  be  unsafe, 
has  been  closed  for  human  habitation,  by  agreement  with  the  owner. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  have  a  subsidiary  Slaughterhouse  at  With- 
gill,  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs.  Other  meat  comes  into  the  area  from 
the  Public  Abattoirs  at  Clitheroe  and  Skipton. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  work  carried  out  : 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Cattle 

excluding  Cows  Calves 
Cows 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ...  —  —  — 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

—  —  — 

— 

513 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

_  _  _ 

_ 

4 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

-  -  - 

— 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number  ins¬ 
pected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

2.1 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

1 

Carcase  of  which  some  j>art  or 
organ  was  condemned 

-  -  - 

— 

28 

Percentage  of  the  number  ins¬ 
pected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

5.8 

14 


With  regard  to  the  condemned  meat  and  offal  shown  in  the  appen¬ 
dix,  2,143  lbs.  of  this  amount  were  from  consignments  of  pigs  feet,  etc., 
imported  from  Denmark,  which  when  examinined  were  found  to  be 
decomposing. 

Food  Production,  including  Ice  Cream. 

Visits  to  all  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  sold  are  being 
made,  and  copies  of  the  new  Byelaws  and  Codes  of  Practice  with 
regard  to  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  are  handed  to 
the  proprietors  or  managers  of  food  premises.  Any  difficulties  which 
may  arise  in  applying  these  Byelaws  etc.  are  talked  over  at  the  time 
of  visit. 

Next  year  I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  give  a  comprehensive 
report. 

All  the  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  have  been  found 
to  be  in  a  good  state  of  cleanliness.  Of  14  samples  taken  for  the 
Methylene  blue  test,  only  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Rodent  Control. 

Farms,  farm  premises  and  the  Council’s  tips  in  the  area  have  been 
treated  for  rodent  infestation.  The  tips  show  a  slight  decrease  in 
infestation  compared  to  previous  years,  which  is  probably  due  to  the 
periodical  treatments  they  receive. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  in  four  parishes  has  been  carried  out 
with  negative  results. 

Scavenging. 

This  service  has  been  carried  out  in  an  effective  manner,  and  very 
few  complaints  have  been  received.  I  would  again  press  for  the 
sewering  of  the  villages  of  West  Bradford  and  Slaidburn,  which  would 
reduce  the  cost  of  nightsoil  removal  and  add  to  the  general  health  in 
these  parishes. 

Health  Services  Exhibition. 

In  conjunction  with  Clitheroe  Borough  and  Bural  Districts,  this 
Authority  presented  a  Health  Services  Exhibition  in  the  Wesley  School 
Hall,  Clitheroe,  from  10th — 17th  of  March  this  year. 

There  were  display  stands  of  the  following  subjects  : 

Accidents  in  the  Home. 

Child  Welfare. 

Immunisation,  Vaccination. 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream. 

Tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Services. 

Electricity. 

Mental  Health. 

Rodent  and  Pests  Control. 

Water. 

Clean  Food. 

Food  and  Drugs  Analysis. 

Films  on  various  Health  Subjects  were  shown  four  times  each  day. 

This  Exhibition  was  attended  by  approximately  5,500  people, 
including  1,500  school  children  over  the  age  of  11  years.  The  persons 
in  attendance  at  the  stands  gave  a  short  talk  to  each  batch  of  school 
children  on  the  subjects  exhibited. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

R,  R.  OVEREND, 

M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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Sedbergh. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 


Water  Supplies. 


The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  collection  and  distribution 
of  water  to  the  town  of  Sedbergh  and  its  environs,  and  also  to  the 
villages  of  Dent  and  Lea  Gate,  the  remaining  supplies  being  privately 
administered. 

Collected  from  an  upland  gathering  ground  into  a  storage  reservoir 
of  some  2,500,000  gallons,  the  supply  to  the  town  of  Sedbergh  is  pressure 
filtered  and  chlorinated,  and  consistent  sampling  has  invariably  proved 
the  water  to  be  excellent. 

Extreme  difficulty  was,  however,  experienced  in  maintaining 
an  adequate  supply  on  the  Sedbergh  svstem  during  the  summer  months 
of  1951. 

This  was  attributable  to  three  main  causes  : 

(1)  An  abnormally  dry  winter  and  spring. 

(2)  Leakages  from  the  main  storage  reservoir  and  service 

reservoir. 

(3)  Leakages  in  the  distribution  system. 

A  further  contributing  factor  against  which  we  had  to  contend 
were  leakages  to  branches  and  mains  caused  by  a  contracting  firm 
engaged  by  the  North  West  Regional  Gas  Board  in  the  laying  of  a  gas 
main  through  the  town. 

For  the  purpose  of  determining  which  branches  of  the  system 
were  the  worst,  the  distribution  system  was  divided  into  sections,  and 
numerous  night  flow  readings  taken  at  the  reservoir. 

The  two  points  at  which  the  main  crosses  through  the  river  were 
cut  and  tested  by  meter — a  3"  meter  being  obtained  on  loan  for  this 
purpose. 

It  was  ultimately  proved  that,  while  other  sections  were  suspect, 
there  was  a  bad  leakage  in  the  section  Main  Street — Long  Lane  and 
Cautley  Road,  estimated  by  meter  readings  to  be  some  28,800  gallons 
per  day. 

By  a  process  of  elimination,  during  which  this  section  was  cut  off 
nightly,  this  was  eventually  discovered  and  repaired  on  2nd  August, 
1951. 

From  an  overflow  level  of  18'  0"  (normal  head  15'  0"),  the  reservoir 
had  dropped  to  6'  4"  at  the  time  of  the  above  repair. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer 
to  formulate  a  scheme  for  the  repairing  of  the  storage  reservoir  which 
cannot  be  maintained  at  its  full  capacity  owing  to  leakage,  and  also 
to  the  the  storage  reservoir  which  is  in  a  similar  state. 

For  general  information  I  append  a  summary  of  rainfall  gaugings 
covering  the  period  December  1950— June  1951,  kindly  supplied  by 
the  courtesy  of  Sedbergh  School. 


Rainfall  gaugings  : 


December  1950 

2.51  ins. 

January  1951 

5.85  ins. 

February 

55 

5.55  ins. 

March 

5  5 

5.07  ins. 

April 

5  5 

2.79  ins. 

May 

55 

1.19  ins. 

June 

55 

1.61  ins. 

I  regret  that  the  chlorination  plant  obtained  for  the  Dent  supply 
has  not  yet  been  installed,  but  trust  that  this  will  be  installed  at  an 
early  date. 

No  major  schemes  of  water  extension  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year. 
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Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  sewage  works  extensions  or  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  Council  during  the  past  year. 

One  privately  owned  scheme  has  been  carried  out  by  British 
Railways  at  Railway  Cottages,  Garsdale. 

This  work  included  the  laying  of  a  6"  sewer  in  place  of  an  existing 
9"  sewer,  the  construction  of  a  small  modern  sewage  disposal  works 
with  rotary  sprinkler,  the  provision  of  new  branch  drains,  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  16  E.C’s.  and  substitution  of  16  W.C’s.  and  also  the  provision 
of  16  slop  sinks. 

This  work  was  completed  in  September  1951,  but  has  not  as  yet 
been  taken  over  by  the  Council. 

Dent  Sewage. 

An  inquiry  into  the  proposed  installation  of  a  modern  sewage 
disposal  plant  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  sewage  field  was  held 
at  Dent  on  1st  February,  1951. 

This  was  unfortunately  turned  down  on  account  of  cost,  and 
instructions  were  given  to  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  to  pro¬ 
pose  a  modified  scheme  to  utilize  the  field  in  conjunction  with  settling 
tanks. 

Ammoniacal  Liquor  in  Sewers,  Sedbergh. 

Commencing  in  August,  1951,  serious  nuisance  was  caused  in  the 
eastern  section  of  the  sewage  system  to  the  town  of  Sedbergh,  due  to 
the  discharging  of  ammoniacal  liquor  from  the  local  gas  works. 

Length  of  sewer  affected  1600  yards  (approximately)  ;  this  affected 
more  directly  nine  houses  on  a  branch  sewer  towards  the  head  of  the 
system,  the  ammoniacal  gas  getting  into  the  houses. 

Smoke  tests  proved  the  system  to  be  defective,  and  while  repairs 
were  carried  out  which  cured  the  above,  the  ammoniacal  gas  persisted 
in  the  main  system. 

Consultations  took  place  with  the  North  Western  Gas  Board 
Officials,  who  gave  assurances  that  no  larger  amount  of  liquor  was 
being  discharged  than  normally,  and  undertook  to  check  the  workings 
of  the  local  gas  production  plant. 

Four  sewage  effluent  samples  were  taken  both  from  the  affected 
sewer  and  the  sewage  works. 

After  continuing  for  a  period  of  approximately  seven  weeks,  this 
nuisance  abated  as  suddenly  as  it  had  commenced,  due  to  some 
alteration  in  the  process  of  gas  manufacture. 

Housing. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  one  is  able  to  report  the  commencement  of 
the  Council’s  post-war  building  programme — twelve  houses  being  in 
course  of  erection  in  the  Long  Lane  site  at  Sedbergh,  and  eight  at 
Dent — the  remaining  twenty-six  houses  included  in  the  Contract  to  be 
erected  on  the  Cautley  Road  site  at  Sedbergh. 

It  is  anticipated  that  these  will  be  erected  during  the  forth  coming 
year. 

In  the  interim  the  eighty-six  prefabricated  bungalows  on  Maryfell 
and  Pinfold  continue  to  be  occupied,  although  their  life-period  has  now 
expired. 

Disused  Isolation  Hospital,  Frostrow. 

This  building  has  been  acquired  by  the  Council  with  the  intention 
of  subdividing  into  two  flats — having  been  redundant  for  some  years. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  is  one  retailer  of  T.T.  milk  in  this  area  (non-producer). 

No  statutory  action  has  been  found  necessary  during  the  past  year. 
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Food  Supply,  Slaughter  Houses  and  Food  Inspection. 

All  meat  is  imported  into  this  area  from  the  Central  slaughter 
house  at  Kendal,  and  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory. 

With  a  view  to  securing  the  better  handling  of  food  stuff,  the 
Council  have  adopted,  during  the  course  of  the  year,  Byelaws  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  together  with  Codes  of  Practice  connected 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food,  in  amplification  of 
the  above. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Routine  disinfestation  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council  on  the 
two  refuse  tips  under  their  control. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  at  the  Council’s  central  refuse 
tip  owing  to  indiscriminate  tipping  from  the  roadside  into  the  Longstone 
Quarry  tip.  Appropriate  steps  are  being  taken  to  prevent  or 
penalise  any  person  found  tipping  at  this  point. 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing. 

Two  further  extensions  to  the  Scavenging  area  already  covered  by 
the  Council’s  refuse  collection  system,  have  been  brought  in  during  the 
past  year. 

These  include  all  properties  abutting  on  to,  or  adjacent  to  the  road 
on  the  north  side  of  the  River  Dee,  (Dent — Lea  Gate,)  and  also  the 
section  Sedbergh — Garsdale  including  Railway  Cottages. 

The  areas  now  covered  include — Sedbergh,  Dent,  Lea  Gate,  Slack, 
Gawthrop  and  Garsdale,  with  the  intervening  roadside  properties. 

The  collection  with  the  exception  of  Sedbergh  and  Dent  which  is 
weekly,  is  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

FRED  J.  LAWSON,  m.s.i.a. 


Settle. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  details  for  the  Annual  Report,  I  would  briefly 
refer  to  the  following  matters. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

This  class  of  dwelling  has  shown  an  increase  especially  the  odd 
caravans  which  are  stationed  for  the  summer  season,  generally  near  the 
beauty  spots  associated  with  the  district.  Although  on  Public  Health 
grounds,  these  might  be  appoved,  they  are  not  looked  upon  favourably 
from  the  Planning  standpoint.  This  complication  between  Public 
Health  and  Town  Planning  often  causes  difficulties  in  administration. 

Water  Supplies. 

At  Helwith  Bridge,  the  new  scheme  was  still  incomplete  owing  to 
difficulties  with  the  contractor  but  it  is  hoped  to  complete  early  in  the 
New  Year.  The  augmentation  of  the  Langcliffe  supply  was  completed 
and  no  further  shortage  was  experienced. 

At  Masongill  complete  agreement  could  not  be  reached  with  all 
the  riparian  owners  and  the  Ministry  held  an  inquiry  into  the  Council’s 
application  for  an  order  to  enable  them  to  take  compulsorily ,  a  supply 
of  water  from  Turbary  and  at  the  year  end  a  decision  was  still  awaited. 

During  \  the  year  a  plant  was  installed  for  the  mechanical 
chlorination  of  the  Hellifield  supply. 

92  samples  of  water  were  sent  for  examination. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Early  in  the  year  an  inquiry  was  held  by  the  Ministry  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  proposal  to  construct  a  sewerage  system  and  disposal 
works  at  Horton-in-Ribblesdale.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a  decision  was 
still  awaited.  Extensions  of  the  sewerage  system  were  carried  out  at 
Summerhill  and  Robin  Lane,  Bentham. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  40  additional  houses  were  provided,  32  by  the 
Council  and  eight  by  private  enterprise.  Improvement  grants  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1949,  were  approved  in  four  cases,  each  of  which  will 
result  in  the  provision  of  an  additional  house. 

Six  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  relieved  during  the  year 
and  one  new  case  was  investigated. 

Representations  were  made  regarding  five  houses  considered  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation,  one  of  which  was  demolished  after  formal  action. 

Food  Supply. 

In  the  district  there  are  forty-three  retail  milk  sellers,  five  of 
which  are  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority  to  deal  in  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk.  No  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  meat  supply, 
slaughtering  still  being  carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughter 
house  at  Settle,  where  improvements  to  the  lairage  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  following  representations  to  the  appropriate  depart¬ 
ment. 

During  the  year  157  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  and 
the  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Numbers  killed 

612 

143 

34 

1804 

40 

Numbers  inspected 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

612 

143 

34 

1804 

40 

Whole  carcase  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

12 

14 

20 

75 

11 

organ  was  condemned 

267 

89 

4 

62 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number  ins¬ 
pected  affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

45.6 

72 

70.6 

7.6 

40 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

6 

1 

_ 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

79 

43 

Percentage  of  the  number  ins- 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

13.1 

34.3 

3 

2.5 

When  considering  these  figures  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a 
fair  pioportion  of  casualty  animals  from  a  large  area  are  dealt  with  at 
these  premises. 

“Codes  of  Practice”  for  food  premises  were  prepared  and  issued  to 
traders  as  routine  visits  were  made. 
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Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice. 

An  additional  workman  was  engaged  and  trained  as  an  operative 
to  carry  out  duties  as  required  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 
Treatments  were  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  a  contribution  of  £72  was  received  from 
them  towards  the  cost.  One  major  infestation  was  found  at  a  tip,  but 
no  re-infestation  occurred  after  treatment  was  carried  out.  All  other 
infestations  were  very  light. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  Council  considered  reports  of  nuisance  caused  by  the  emission 
of  smoke  from  the  lime  burning  plants  in  the  district  and  asked  for  the 
assistance  of  the  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  to  help  to 
overcome  the  nuisance.  Visits  were  made  to  the  quarries  but  it  seemed 
that  to  eliminate  the  emission  of  smoke  very  radical  alterations  would 
be  needed  to  the  kilns.  At  the  present  time,  this  may  not  be  a  practical 
proposition  but  the  matter  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of. 

Scavenging. 

As  refuse  is  now  collected  from  all  the  populated  areas  the  work 
during  the  year  has  been  of  a  routine  nature.  The  total  cost  of  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  is  now  approximately  £4,485  per  annum. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

N.  FIRTH,  m.r.s.i. 
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Sanitary  Inspectors’  Report :  Statistical  Abstract. 


Bowland. 

Sedbergh. 

Settle. 

Notices  Served. 

Statutory  Notices  Served 

— 

_ 

37 

Statutory  Notices  Complied  With  ... 

— 

— 

36 

Informal  Notices  Served 

81 

7 

87 

Informal  Notices  Complied  with 

78 

6 

45 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Inspections  made 

16 

1 

22 

Disinfections  carried  out 

13 

1 

12 

Public  Health  Nuisances. 

Inspections  made 

90 

67 

94 

Nuisances  found 

71 

43 

53 

Nuisances  abated 

68 

43 

53 

Offensive  Trades. 

Registered  premises  ... 

1 

— 

_ 

Inspections  made  . 

12 

— 

_ 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Inspections  made 

31 

— 

18 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

— 

— 

_ 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Complaints  from  Rivers  Pollution 

Board 

1 

_ 

_ 

Inspections  made 

12 

12 

_ 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

2 

— 

_ 

Bakehouses. 

Registered  Bakehouses 

3 

5 

14 

Inspections  made 

6 

8 

19 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  found 

— 

_ 

2 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Registered  Premises 

50 

53 

233 

Inspections  made 

44 

8 

87 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  found 

— 

_ 

3 

Milk  Retailers. 

Registered  Milk  Retailers 

— 

1 

43 

Inspections  made 

25 

10 

19 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  found  ... 

— 

_ 

_ 

Water  Supplies. 

(a)  Public  Water  Supplies  Council 

Owned — -Inspections  made 

36 

229 

43 

Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological 

Analysis  . 

20 

7 

42 

Samples  taken  for  Chemical 

Analysis 

— 

1 

1 

(b)  Public  Water  Supplies — Privately 

Owned— Inspections  made 

42 

3 

10 

Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological 

Analysis 

31 

3 

9 

Samples  taken  for  Chemical 

Analysis 

2 

— 

1 

(c)  Private  Water  Supplies — Single 

Properties — Inspections  made 

26 

17 

39 

Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological 

Analysis 

23 

17 

34 

Samples  taken  for  Chemical 

Analysis 

— 

_ 

5 

Housing. 

Inspections  made 

324 

161 

202 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

81 

_ 

76 

New  Cases  of  Overcrowding 

1 

2 

1 

New  Houses  erected  ... 

7 

4 

40 

Licenses  issued  for  housing,  including 

repairs 

16  1 

14 

23 

21 


Bowland. 

Sedbergh. 

Settle. 

Drainage  and  Closet  Accommodation. 

Inspections  made 

138 

67 

170 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

79 

8 

68 

Repairs  to  drains,  including  clearing 

58 

8 

68 

New  Septic  tanks  built 

9 

14 

4 

Closets  improved 

25 

33 

13 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Food  Inspections 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  ... 

3 

— 

1 

Inspections  made 

65 

— 

157 

Amount  of  Food  condemned  in  lbs.  : 

Meat  and  Offal 

3310 

— 

31170 

Fish 

7 

— 

168 

Other 

283% 

36 

392 

Food  Production,  including  Ice  Cream. 

Premises  registered 

25 

8 

20 

Inspections  made 

98 

15 

41 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

1 

— 

• — 

Samples  taken 

14 

— 

8 

Factories  Act. 

Registered  Premises 

29 

32 

134 

Inspections  made 

25 

6 

57 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

1 

• — 

4 

Rodent  Control. 

Inspections  made 

76 

18 

123 

Sites  test  baited 

16 

4 

14 

Maintenance  treatments  carried  out 

10 

4 

30 

Scavenging. 

Inspections  made 

132 

104 

214 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

25 

— 

47 

New  refuse  bins  provided 

20 

94 

— 

Water  Supplies 


Bacteriological  Analysis  Report, 


Satisfactory. 

BOWLAND. 


Public  Water  Supplies  (Council  Owned) 

Bacteriological  Reports. 

Gisburn  ... 

Grindleton 
Newton  ... 

Rimington 
Tosside  ... 

Public  Water  Supplies  (Privately  Owned). 

Chemical  Reports. 

Bashall  Eaves  ... 

Bolton-by-Bowland 
Dunsop  Bridge  ... 

Holden  ... 

Horton  ... 

Mitton 
Sawley 
Slaidburn 
Stopper  Lane 
Waddington 

West  Bradford  (Tagglesmire)  ... 

West  Bradford  (Mains) 

Chemical  Reports. 

Waddington  Springs 

Private  Water  Supplies  (Single  Properties). 


Bacteriological 

All  sources 


Reports. 


6 

3 

2 

1 

2 


2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 


1 
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Unsatisfactory. 


1 

1 

1 


2 

2 


1 

2 

2 

1 

6 


♦  ♦  • 


•  ♦  • 
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SEDBERGH. 

Public  Water  Supplies  (Council  Owned). 

Bacteriological  Reports. 

Dent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Lea  Gate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sedbergh  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Chemical  Reports. 

Dent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Public  Water  Supplies  (Privately  Owned). 

Bacteriological  Reports. 

Garsdale  (British  Railways)  ...  ...  1 

The  Street,  Grizedale  ...  ...  1 

Private  Water  Supplies  (Single  Properties). 

Bacteriological  Reports. 

All  sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


SETTLE. 

Public  Water  Supplies  (Council  Owned). 


Bacteriological  Reports. 

Airton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Austwick  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

High  Bentham  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Low  Bentham  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Burton-in-Lonsdale  ...  ...  ...  2 

Clapham  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cold  Cotes  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Hellifield  .  1 

Horton-in-Ribblesdale  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ingleton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Keasden  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kirkby  Malham  (Proctor’s)  ...  ...  — 

Langcliffe  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Long  Preston  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Malham  (Atkinson’s)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Masongill  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Newby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rathmell  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Settle  High  Level  ...  ...  ...  9 

Settle  Low  Level  ...  ...  ...  3 

Stainforth  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Westhouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Private  Siipplies  (Single  Properties) 

Bacteriological  Reports.  ...  ...  ...  10 


1 


6 


1 


1 

3 
2 
1 
1 

1 

4 

1 


1 

1 
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Appendix  III. 


ATTENDANCE  AT  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Centre. 

Children  Under 

1  Year. 

Children 

2—5  Years. 

Bentham 

347 

278 

Gisburn  ... 

29 

179 

Ingleton 

171 

617 

Sedbergh 

155 

188 

Settle 

195 

204 

Waddington 

200 

213 
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Appendix  IV. 

RESULTS  OF  SCHOOLS  INSPECTION. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Periodical 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Inspections. 

Requiring 

Observation. 

Special  I 
Requiring 
Treatment. 

nspections. 
Requiring 
Observatio  n. 

SKIN  . 

25 

19 

11 

5 

BYES  :  (a)  Vision  ... 

104 

36 

71 

39 

(b)  Squint  ... 

23 

14 

7 

4 

(c)  Other  ... 

7 

3 

5 

— 

EARS  :  (a)  Hearing 

3 

6 

3 

4 

(b)  Otitis  Media  ... 

4 

38 

4 

6 

(c)  Other  ... 

5 

14 

2 

3 

NOSE  or  THROAT  . 

59 

115 

20 

56 

SPEECH  . 

7 

7 

9 

4 

CERVICAL  GLANDS  . 

10 

29 

1 

3 

HEART  and  CIRCULATION 

12 

57 

2 

32 

LUNGS  . 

14 

71 

10 

26 

DEVELOPMENTAL  : 

(a)  Hernia  ... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

(b)  Other  . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

ORTHOPAEDIC  : 

(a)  Posture 

13 

35 

5 

12 

(b)  Flat  Foot  . 

24 

39 

6 

14 

(c)  Other . 

19 

25 

5 

4 

NERVOUS  SYSTEM : 

(a)  Epilepsy 

— 

— 

5 

3 

(b)  Other  ... 

— 

4 

— 

1 

PSYCHOLOGICAL  : 

(a)  Development . 

— 

5 

— 

2 

(b)  Stability 

5 

15 

3 

6 

OTHER  DEFECTS  . 

35 

19 

8 

3 

In  5,888  examinations  57  pupils  were  found  infested  with  vermin. 


Appendix  V. 

LIST  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES  AS  AT  DECEMBER  31st,  1951. 


Under  16. 

Males  Females 

Over  16. 

Males  Females 

Statutory  Supervision 

6 

8 

8 

10 

Guardianship 

— 

— 

— 

2 

In  Institutions 

1 

— 

9 

12 
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Appendix  VI. 


LIST  OF  STAFF. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  ...  D.  P.  Lambert,  m.d.,  d.t.m.  and  h., 

d.p.h. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
Social  Workers  in  Mental  Health 


R.  R.  STOAKLEY,  M.B.,  B.CH. 

E.  Hattersley,  dip.  Soc.  Sci. 

(until  August). 

J.  Barber,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

(from  December). 


Sanitary  Inspectors  :  Bowland 

Sedbergh 

Settle 

Health  Visitors  :  Bowland 

Sedbergh 

Ingleton 

Hellifield 

Settle 

Bentham 


R.  R.  Overend,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i. 

F.  J.  Lawson,  m.s.i.a. 

N.  Firth,  Cert,  s.i.b. 

B.  Robinson,  a.r.  san.  i. 

H.  Haworth,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v. 

S.  A.  SIMM,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

E.  Watts,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v. 

R.  C.  Drummond,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v. 

I.  C.  G.  Harrison,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v. 

O.  M.  E.  Bottone,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v. 

(part  time) 


